LIBERAL   TROUBLES AND MR.  BALDWIN'S

The insurgent Churchill had been for months attacking
Baldwin's policy with regard to India. There had been several
deplorable scenes in the House of Commons. At last, the
majestic mastiff turned on the terrier that nipped his heels.
In a scene of great excitement, in a speech which took the
House by storm as one of the greatest of his life, Baldwin
went for his tormentor. In a voice shaking with emotion,
but with tremendous force and gravity, he hurled his challenge
at the rebels who sat humiliated and uneasy behind him.
And there was no gift in the gauntlet.

61 shall,' he said, ' as long as I remain here, carry out
the policy which I explained at Newton Abbott in no
niggardly spirit, but with every desire to overcome the
stupendous difficulties which face us. But if there are those
in our Party who would approach this subject in a niggardly
spirit, who would have forced out of their reluctant hands
one concession after another, if they be in a majority, in
God's name let them choose a man to lead them.'

The words came as a thunder-clap. Members on all sides,
Labour and Tory alike, sat stunned by their overwhelming
authority.

These troubles of the Conservative Party continued for
the first three months of 1931 ; then suddenly, mysteriously,
but definitely, they came to an end. The top-masts of the
ship, National Government, hull-down on the horizon, began
to be visible, and, in the joy of a happy deliverance, the
passengers forgot to denounce the folly of the navigators.
Lord Beaverbrook continued mutinous, but he was not going
to get the chance to sign on ; he could thus be ignored with
safety.
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